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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1 – JUNE 30, 2007



CAMPAIGNS

Climate Change Despair & Empowerment Roadshow – In August, 2006 RIC initiated the Lismore Climate Action Group. Shortly thereafter we developed the Climate Change Despair and Empowerment Roadshow that premiered at Woodford in December 2006. Since that time, Ruth & John have offered over 100 presentations in  Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney, Hunter Valley, mid-north Coast, Northern New South Wales, Brisbane, Sunshine Coast, Canada and the United States reaching approximately 8000 people.

We have also trained several other Australian volunteers to offer presentations including Kelly Tudhope of Nambucca and Emma Rose of Brisbane. In many cases, a series of presentations were then followed by a one day workshop. John Seed took the roadshow to the E Coast of Canada and the US where he gave 40 presentations and workshops in April/May and trained 5 people (see www.climate.net.au/articles/report.doc). Meanwhile, in April/May, Ruth gave presentations in Mid-North Coast, Hunter Valley, Sydney and Blue Mountains.

Funding for the Climate Change Despair and Empowerment Roadshow came from Artists Project Earth www.apeuk.org , www.rhythmsdelmundo.com. Many thanks.

Oil Palm – Ruth initiated and coordinated the Australian Palm Oil Action Group which includes Australian Orangutan Project, Borneo Orangutan Society, Friends of the Earth and RIC as core members with Australian Conservation Foundation and Humane Society International both active as well. In June, 2007 the palm oil consumer campaign was launched. See www.palmoilaction.org.au. See Funds reporting for grants that have been made as part of this campaign.

Small Grants: Once again, we raised and disbursed funds for small, cutting edge, grassroots projects around the world. With the help of grants from the Levinson Fund, Threshold Foundation, the Bet Lev Foundation and others, we were able to raise and disburse about US$160,000 for 80 environmental and Indigenous survival projects in 20 countries , see http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/projects/grants.htm for details. We were also able to leverage tens of thousands of dollars of grant funds from partner agencies like IUCN Netherlands, Cottonwood, Global Greengrants, Rainforest Action Network, Rainforest Concern, Onaway Trust and others.

Lake Cowal – Continued to support and fundraise for the Lake Cowal Campaign.

ANZ/Tasmania Forests – worked with Rainforest Action Network to strategise a campaign to urge ANZ to not fund Gunns’ Tamar Pulp Mill. Helped to link RAN with Aussie grassroots movement. Supported Pat Rasmussen (World Temperate Rainforest Network, WRTN) and Dana Lyon’s tour to Australia to raise awareness about Temperate Rainforests 



CONSERVATION PROJECTS

Uganda – continued to support tree planting projects in Uganda and expanded to current support for 5 different projects.
India – As in recent years, our focus has been largely on tree planting projects on the sacred mountain Arunachala in Tamil Nadu,  Indigenous survival in Maharashtra, and rainforest conservation in Kerala, http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/projects/india.htm 
Panacocha – While funds were disbursed to support volunteers working on the Panacocha project, both Randy Smith and Dave Walsh (Ancient Forests International) were unable to find a group that could take on having an ongoing presence at the Panacocha property. 

Ecuador – Continued to support Rainforest Rescue and Rainforest Concern in the purchase of private lands for wildlife corridors in Ecuador. Supported Amazon Watch in opposing the oil companies laying the Amazon headwaters to waste.



WEBSITE – Developed the web blog site www.climate.net.au  for the climate change campaign. 


VIDEOS http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/video.htm 

Appiko : a film by Neil Pike and Ruth Rosenhek, 2006, about the forest movement in Southern India inspired by Northern India's Chipko Movement.
Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment with Ross Gelbspan and John Seed. This dvd along with Gelbspan’s Boiling point was given out for free at climate change presentations. Over 1000 have now been distributed.

The Climate Change Roadshow with Ruth Rosenhek (see climate campaign above)

John Seed's North American Roadshow 2007 available on DVD or streams on Google
Streaming Videos – Neil Pike and Jeremiah Wallack uploaded many of the RIC’s videos to Utube and Google where they can now be watched online. http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/video/ 
Earth Spirit Action – Ruth worked on this film but it remains to be completed.


WORKSHOPS / PRESENTATIONS

Montreal – August 29, 2006 - An Evening at Maison Verte on Ecology & Religion

See Climate Change Roadshow above and John & Ruth’s Australian and N American deep ecology workshops at http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/deep-eco/schedule.htm 

Thorn Coyle - In December 2006, Ruth organised a presentation and workshop with Thorn Coyle, pagan witch from US.



MISCELLANEOUS

Good Wood Guide  - Continue to receive requests about Good Wood alternatives. RIC lost the website directory over 5 years ago. This past year, Sarah Gunn has been answering these queries in a thorough and timely fashion

Mineral Policy Institute – Techa Beaumont of Mineral Policy Institute moved office to RIC’s house at #13 Wotherspoon Street. Ruth joined the Board of MPI to support Techa and MPI’s work.

Thinking Like a Mountain – Towards a Council of All Beings  was reissued by New Society Publishers after a year out of print.

JudaGaia – met several times with this group which John and Ruth formed in Sydney in May 2006.



DONATIONS to the work of the Rainforest Information Centre are tax-deductible in Australia, USA and UK  http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/aboutthe.htm#Donations 
