









June 2 2007

Friends, I'm  back in Australia after a "Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment" roadshow in the US & Canada. http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/deep-eco/schedule.htm  It was intense - 40 gigs in 37 days! 

Existing Climate Study/Action Groups were supported at each event and where no such group existed, one usually formed on the spot. Resources for such groups may be found at our site and I will be adding further resources in the next few months. 

1000 DVDs of “Climate Change Despair & Empowerment” and “Boiling Point” were given away on the tour  and If any of you would like either of these to educate their community, please email me a mailing address. Or else you can stream “Climate Change Despair & Empowerment”  at http://www.appiko.org/video/ 

In Ottawa I met up with film-maker Jeremiah Wallack and he filmed the last 3 weeks of the tour for an hour-long DVD which will also be available free within the next few weeks and will stream from Google. Likewise Ruth Rosenhek’s presentation will shortly be available on Google and DVD. Meanwhile a transcript of an early presentation in Australia may be downloaded from www.climate.net.au/resources/transcript.doc . 

Jeremiah’s May 5 blog has some  great roadshow stories 

A few  highlights:

* In Little Rock AR I gave the presentation as a keynote to the SW regional conference of the Unitarian Universalist Church. As a result there are invitations to offer the presentation and workshops to congregations in TX, MO, OK, LA and AR.

* In Hamilton ON I learned of some of the great climate actions already being undertaken by Environment Hamilton including screenings of “An Inconvenient Truth” to some 30 religious congregations.

* In Rowe MA I spent the day at the Rowe Conference Centre with 40 people attending Joanna Macy’s week-long workshop on The Work That Reconnects. There I met Beth Sawin from The Sustainability Institute whose amazing article The First Step Toward Addressing Climate Change Is Facing Its Reality I had been using in my workshops. 
* In New York City, as well as the Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment presentation at St Marks Church, I gave a talk at a meeting  about rainforests organized by Rainforest Relief and Wetlands Activism Collective These groups in turn showed great slides of the impressive actions they are doing to try and stop the use of tropical timbers by the city government of NYC. Given that the destruction of tropical timbers is responsible for up to  25% of greenhouse gasses I believe that rainforest conservation should be on all of our agendas.

* I have been including Sister Miriam Therese McGillis “Cosmic Walk” ritual in my empowerment workshops each weekend. My last presentation and workshop  were held at Genesis Farm near Blairstown NJ and I was able to experience for the first time Sister Miriam herself leading  the Cosmic Walk for us.

TRAINEES In Australia, Ruth Rosenhek and I had trained several people to present “Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment”. In Massachusetts I was joined by two trainees and in New Jersey and New York by three others and these are now available to give the Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment  presentations in the NE. There are also facilitators trained by Joanna Macy ready to offer Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment  workshops. If anyone would like to organize a presentation or workshop, please email me. 

UPCOMING W COAST ROADSHOW One of the Australians, Kelly Tudhope, will be doing Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment presentations up the coast of Queensland next month and then in August down the N American W coast from Vancouver to San Diego. If you know anyone down that coast who might be interested in organizing a presentation for her or in networking her  events, please ask them to contact Kelly. She will also be able to train people to give these presentations so if you want to travel with her to 4 or 5 of her presentations, please get in touch with her.

WANT TO HELP? There are so many things that any of us can do to help prevent catastrophic climate change. You can check out our “What You Can Do” page or similar suggestions on hundreds of other websites. In my opinion, the single most important thing that any of us can do is to get together with like-minded folks in our local area and figure out together how to best educate our people and what actions to take. Each group should determine its own agenda, direction and priorities while staying connected to the larger movement to exchange  ideas for how  to move our world  forward into a sustainable future. Occasionally these groups may act in concert as in the great day of rallies and actions organized in 1400 US cities by Step It Up on April 14. If you’d like to find groups close to you, please let me know.

If you read this before Sunday June 3, please sign the petition at http://www.avaaz.org/en/climate_g8 
EDUCATE YOUR PEOPLE Throw a series of “house parties” and invite friends for a viewing of “An Inconvenient Truth” on your TV followed by a discussion. Or, if they’ve seen the film, how about the half-hour update that Al Gore made 12 months after An Inconvenient Truth and that you can find on the “special features” menu of the Inconvenient Truth DVD? Or else of course, you can screen either of the DVDs that we were giving away on our roadshow (“Boiling Point” with Ross Gelbspan and “Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment” with Ross Gelbspan and John Seed) and which we can mail you for free on request. Another great way to educate your community is to organize one on the North West Earth Institute’s climate study courses in your area.

WE COULD USE SOME HELP. At the Rainforest Information Centre we’re going hard on our climate campaign and could use help from people with admin and cyber skills, media, networking, video editor and so on. There’s lots to do from web authoring and maintenance to helping us make trailers for  our films to  data entry to storing and mailing the  DVDs we’re giving away. The more we can distribute the load, the more effective we can be. If you’d like to help, please email me with a bit about your skills and how much time you might have available.

Those of you affiliated with colleges and universities, might want to urge your institutions to join this organization and have the president sign the presidents' climate commitment. http://www.aashe.org/
US donations to our Climate Project are tax-deductible by making out a check to  Rainforest Information Centre and mailing to Earthways Foundation, 20178 Rockport Way, Malibu CA 90265. Please specify that the donation is for the Climate Project.
Heartfelt thanks to www.apeuk.org/ for granting us 4000 pounds for the Climate Change, Despair & Empowerment roadshow from the sales of their Rhythms del Mundo CD
For the Earth
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ps interesting article in last week's Grist  about what the US should be doing:
http://www.grist.org/comments/soapbox/2007/05/22/change/
