PERUP SURVIVORS

The Bio-Drama                                        DRAFT 3
“The old Lakota was wise. He knew that man`s  heart away from nature becomes hard; he knew that lack of respect for growing living things soon led to lack of respect for humans too. So he kept his youth close to it`s softening influence.”

                                               (Bill Devall, from Simple in means rich in ends. P.48)

“What a man does to the earth, he does to himself”

                                                (Bill Devall, p.48)

CAST

                                                                       Drum                            Trappers 1 and 2
Storyteller                                                      Singer                           Sign maker

Creation Goddess                                          Kazoo                           Sign holders 2
Destruction Goddess                                     Clap stick                      Soundscapers 14
Puppet… White Tail Black Cockatoo               Ukelele                          Case study 1 LR
Puppet…Tamar  Wallaby                              Politician 1                     Case study 2 GFC
Puppet…Baby tamar                                     Politician 2                     Case study 3 Woylie 
Puppet…Woylie                                            Advertising model         
Puppet…Bungarra                                          Advert…cycles1-6

Puppet…Motor bike and rider                        Advert…chainsaw logger

Puppet…Baby                                                Totems in mask

1.Storyteller;  

 This is a real story from our town Bridgetown in the south west of WA. A river called the Blackwood River runs through our town.  Well actually our town spans the river and our stories flow in its dark waters.

The river carries stories of the salty cleared and damaged wheatbelt, stories of aboriginals who once lived along its banks, stories of art and music and stories about connection to land through time and space.

The story from the river we will tell today is whispered in the headwaters, in the little forest creeks and in the trees that call the rain, catch it and store it deep in the ground.

In this forest live the last of our land`s first inhabitants. Here at Perup..jewel in the crown, natures ark…live the last survivors. The Perup Survivors.

What might they say to us if we could hear? What might we learn?
 Chapter 1...Dance with me… the Tango
Enter Goddess of Destruction.

2.  Goddess of Destruction {GOD};  
Hello foolish people (BOO SIGN HELD UP)

Your world is turned to rubbish. Your leaders argue about what resource to squander next. And your children lie dulled by TV, mobile phone gadgets, sweets and movie stars. Welcome.

The animals are all gone and do you know what that means? Do you know?

3. Storyteller;
 Introducing the Goddess of Creation…

4. Goddess of Creation {GOC};
 Hello children (YEAH SIGN HELD UP)

Hey you just wait a minute (To Goddess of Destruction) The animals are not all gone yet.

5. GOD;
 They are going extinct at 1 species every 20 minutes.

6. GOC;
 That is true , but perhaps this generation , these children will turn things around.
7. GOD;

 These children…these children

8. GOC;
 There is still time. Dance with me and we will see what these children decide to do.

 DANCE with me!
(GOD and GOC tango off to the sound of a tango played on a  Kazoo)
9. Storyteller;

Chapter 2…When you sit around a fire draw a line in the sand behind you.. otherwise the little people might get you.

10. Soundscape 1;

 Forest sounds
11. Puppeteers and puppets;

…..White Tail Black Cockatoo…Tamar wallaby and baby…a fast chuddich and a fast numbat…Woylie digging…then Tammar hears something coming taps his legs in warning and all the animals rush off or hide.

12. Puppet motor bike and rider.

 Biker churns up the soil then gets off   bike, pulls out his chain saw and lops a tree. Rides off

13. Storyteller;

At Perup we walked in the bush with Wayne and Toni Webb. They told us about the little people. You see all the  indigenous peoples know of little nature people. From the Lepricorns of Ireland, to the spirits of America, to the little people of Australia. And the little people are feared, for they will punish those that break or damage nature`s gifts.
14. Puppet motor bike and rider;
Biker doing wheelies in the bush

15. Puppets 3 Little People;

As the 3 little people enter we hear clap sticks…CLAP  CLAP   

The little people lift their hand and the biker is hypnotized. The little people take the biker away

16. Storyteller;

Chapter 3..Why why does the baby cry?
17. GOD;

( As GOD enters BOO sign held up)

Yeah yeah…shoosh.. Joke..

How many psychologists does it take to change a delinquent?

Only one, but he`s got to want to change. (Drum BOOM BOOM)

18. GOC;

(YEAH SIGN)Very funny
19. GOD;

But no one is going to change that delinquent on the bike. The children of today do not know how to care for the land. Their parents are the greediest wasters ever born. My finest pupils actually.

It took Gaia thousands of years to make oil…they have squandered it in a generation .  And all those trees that greeted Captain Cook ,Gaia`s work from the beginning of time…cut down and wasted in 200 years...woodchip for paper that litters the streets and ends up in the waterways. That forest Warrup near their town…about to be cut down for a measly profit of 600 thousand dollars…the cost of one family home… Here since forever gone squandered.
20. GOC;

Yes, so much wealth, heritage, abundance….but people are not satisfied. Dissatisfaction, disconnection, depression and mental illness.  So rich and yet so sad. 

21. Puppet Baby;

As puppet baby crawls to discover its world…singer sings song
Why why does the baby cry? Won`t somebody tell me why

Why why does the baby cry? Water coming from his eyes.

Maybe the baby is hungry.  Maybe something else is wrong

Someone give the baby a cuddle.  Someone sing the baby a song

Why why does the child cry?....(Puppet baby grows to stand a child..rushing impatiently around)

Why why does the adult cry?    (Puppet child slows to reflect as an adult)

Why why does the elder cry?    (puppet adult bends, shrinks, aging and looks back on life)

22. Storyteller;

Chapter 4   The Council of Beings.

On our fieldtrip to Perup we each adopted a Totem or Being from the web of life. We watched the movie Brother Bear, so that the meaning of a totem started to make some sense.

23. Totems;

Mine was…,  I chose…., And I studied…… We sketched stuffed specimens, we read about the marsupials and biodiversity, we even trapped and carefully monitored the local animals with DEPT OF CONSERVATION rangers
24. Trappers;

  I found a possum in my trap…and it had a baby in its pouch…

I trapped a chuddich….it…

Maxine…Trapping the animals was….

25. Storyteller;
Then we made masks quite quickly (Totems with masks enter space)

We walked quietly and respectfully around the dam. (Totems walking in a line)
We removed our shoes (Remove shoes), passed through fire smoke, and then…

(Totems sit for the Council of Beings)

26. White Tail Black Cockatoo

I am White Tail Black Cockatoo and I thank you all beings for joining us for this Council Of Beings.

27. Human Being;

(Enter 3 Little People  directing bike rider/human being to sit in the middle of the circle) 

28. WTBC;

Today we meet to share our concerns with the human. We thank human being for being here. But let`s not be rude…now to introduce ourselves.

29. Totems;

(Each totem introduces themselves, briefly telling the council of something they eat or need)

30. WTBC:

What special quality do we offer the Web of Life?

31. Totems;

I…..

32. WTBC;

Do any beings here today have any concerns they wish to voice?

33. Totems;

I…

34. WTBC;

Would human being respond to the concerns of the Council?

35. Human voice;

 ?????

36. WTBC;

I thank all who have attended,  and acknowledge the respect and listening all have brought to the Council Of Beings. May we all learn to tread lightly and to love well.
37. Storyteller;

Chapter 5  Sparring Sponsors…
And now a word from our sponsor..  Lasting Creations…

38. GOC

(Sign YEAH) (Goddess clicks fingers and advert plays..)

39. Advertising Model

FOREST

FOR REST

FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES

FOR THE LIVES OF ALL BEINGS

FOR REST

FOREST

40. The Cycles;

(AS she reclines and speaks her poem…the 6 cycles cycle and little furry marsupials and puppets hop around.)

 Cycles:- water/rainfall/evaporation/condensation

             - Leaf litter/ nutrient/fertility/growth

             - Co2/tree adsoption/o2/

             - Carbon/fire/new growth

             - Fungi/Woylie/spreads fungi/supports jarrah

             - Sun energy/plants photosynthesis/food chain/death 

             - Heat/growth/rain/cools

41. Storyteller;

Our other sponsor…deadly destructions

42. GOD;

(BOO Sign) (Goddess clicks fingers and bike rider followed by baby enter…Tammar starts tappng and animals flee and hide)

43. Puppet Bike rider;

( Rider dismounts bike, pulls out chainsaw, begins to lop another tree)

44. Puppet baby;

(Baby enters, tries to stop the human,..)

45. Puppet Human;

(Human roughly pushes baby aside and drops tree)

( Animals flee, Baby cries and leaves)

46. GOC:

You spoil everything

47. GOD

Exactly

48. Storyteller;

Chapter 6  Top down Sustainability

Meanwhile in the great halls of power…The Honourable Minister for Environmentally Friendly Resource squandering…
49. Politician 1;

And so in closing, I think we should log Warrup, log private farms then mine them for Bauxite, develop coal mines and then build a puny  fence around Perup to keep those natives safe and to show the voters our conservation minded  green credentials.
50. Storyteller;

Oh this is the great bit…this is when our politicians really show their true colours and offer real leadership. I bet the opposition will alert us all to the terrible environmental devastation resulting from such shortsighted policies. Watch this…..
51. Politician 2;

My party are appalled at the limited thinking coming from the Minister for Environmentally Friendly Resource Squandering....  His party would see that we log Warrup, Log private property then mine for Bauxite, develop coal mines and build the fence around Perup.  BUT ..what about.. nuclear power stations, re-installing whale harvesting, chopping down the last few Jarrah forests, and abolishing the plantation agro-forestry industry for once and for all. Clearly the opposition fail to see the opportunities in our South West for economic growth.

52. Storyteller;

(Shakes her head in disappointment) So much for top down sustainability.

=============================================================

53. Storyteller;

Chapter 7  When you look at the forest, what do you see?

At Perup we walked in the bush with Wayne and Toni Webb. Wayne`s first words to us inspired these thoughts and feelings…

   54.  Reader 1;  My name is Wylie Woylie. My species have lived in these forests from the beginning of time. This is my home. Listen and try to understand. 

When you look at the Great Southern Jarrah Forest, what do you see? Timber, housing materials, minerals, paper, cleared pasture and water for your cities and farms?... When I look at the forest I see life.

When you listen to the forest, what do you hear? I hear my home land, my friends the birds, the animals digging, the insects at work, the pollinators, leaves falling to keep the soil alive with moisture and nutrients. I hear the dripping of rain called by the trees giving life to all. The sounds of fire creating and destroying. Cycles within cycles. Layers beneath layers.

When you feel the forest with your heart, what do you know? I feel the deep mystery of the wild and I know that tomorrow is rich and safe.

This is how it has been and is meant to be and will be again.

===============================================================

55. Storyteller;
Chapter 8  Every action creates a reaction

Wayne  Webb lived in the forest till he was14. He would walk out on the tracks and jump on the school bus and all the kids would ask,” Where do you live?” And he would say,”Just in the bush there”.  
Wayne asked us….What do you hear after they log the Jarrah Forest?

Well what do you reckon you might hear after the forest is logged?

Listen…

56. Soundscape 2;

(the sounds of battle between animals for the remnant habitat…growling, racing, chasing, falling, crashing, skreaching, shrieking…..)
57. Storyteller; 

That`s the sound of displaced animals having to fight to find a home in the surrounding remnant forest because their home has been destroyed. You see when we clear the forest we are removing the home of our fellow beings.

Would audience listeners please turn to face a partner and tell them how you feel about what you have just heard and learnt.
Would one or two people in the audience put their hands up to share with us your feeling?  (Storyteller picks one, then another, maybe a third person to share their feeling…thanking them as they volunteer)

58.Story teller;

You have just practiced feeling.  Feeling despair and sadness about the damage being done to the environment, is a stage we all need to go through. If we allow our selves to feel the despair something always begins to shift and we have a chance to move forward toward acceptance and positive action. If we refuse to feel the despair we remain locked up in Denial.  Actions create reactions and these can be creative (like conserving all native vegetation) but they can also be destructive (like cutting down ancient ecology systems for short term non-renewable and unsustainable ends).
=========================================================

59.Storyteller;

Chapter 9  Can you feel it?

Here is another chance to feel. Please try to understand the story of these beings.

60.Totems;

 Totem Leewins Rail…

Totem Tasmanian Giant Fresh Water Crayfish

Totem Woylie

61.Storyteller;

Would someone in the audience please help us by asking this question to the totems?

(Storyteller hands this question to volunteer..How many of you totems are currently endangered due to human actions?)

62.Totems;

(Endangered species raise a hand)

===========================================================

63.Storyteller;

Chapter 11 This generation decides to…lets see.
64.GOC and GOD;

(Enter Tangoing as usual…Kazoo)(They pull and push back and forth…no clear winner) ( They freeze)
65.Storyteller;

An impasse is like when your computer freezes. Things get stuck. Nothing moves on. We have reached such a time. Things are not improving. In the time we have been here listening to this story one more species has disappeared from the earth.
What can we do?

(Long Pause)

66.GOC;

(Puts her hand up and looks at storyteller)( Storyteller nods)

They can help. Their choice will begin the healing….turn things around.

67.GOD:

(Also puts hand up, looks at storyteller)

68.Storyteller;

( asks audience) What do you think , should we let her speak?

(If audience says NO, deny GOD the right to speak. If they say YES let her speak)

69.GOD;

Don`t listen to her it is already too late.
70.Audience volunteer;

Goddess of creation, what can we do?

71.GOC;

Make your choice…make a stand…vote with your heart

If you want to do nothing stand here next to her. Stand there if you Deny we have a problem. Stand there if you will not feel the despair.

But if you accept we can reduce our destructive actions and learn to live with respect for all living beings, then come and stand next to me.

It is time to choose.

72.Storyteller;

Now you know the rivers story, Perup Survivors. And now like the river, you carry the story in your heart. You know that the way we choose to live affects other beings.

What will be lost if we let these animals pass forever?

What will our world become if the wild is forgotten?

What will you tell your child when he asks, Daddy mommy what was a Woylie and what was a tree?

May we live long and well and right….and never ever have to find out these answers.

73.Storyteller;
As you begin to digest this story, please walk this pattern with us. It is called a labyrinth and it symbolizes the journey we each begin when we decide to respect our environment. Who pulls the strings…We do. And what might the Perup Survivors teach us…To care.
(After walking the guided labyrinth, story teller invites participants to notice that they entered the labyrinth facing inward toward the center and have now finished looking outward. Storyteller further explains that when we decide to commit to a journey of discovery we will be altered and come out transformed.

Audience invited to return to their seats for final questions and discussion)

THE  BEGINNING

