Chronology of the Cowal Gold Project, Australia
 (and some other relevant events)
At least 80% of mined gold is used for jewellery. It takes 18 tonnes of earth, generating 12 cubic metres of tailings to produce enough gold for an average wedding band [www.nodirtygold.org].  Gold is a metal that can be recycled. There is enough gold stockpiled for the world’s needs. 
Australia already has many gold mines, but less and less profit from them is going to Australians. Barrick Gold, and companies like it operating here, is a trans-national company whose profits go out of Australia to mainly North American shareholders.

Can we afford to continue to damage and destroy the environment and the ancient cultural heritage of Indigenous peoples to feed the greed of a minority of offshore stockholders and the lust of individuals for an age-old temptress?
Below is a chronology of the Cowal Gold Project, one of Barrick’s four Australian gold mining ventures, set in the context of some other relevant events. This is a continuing saga of how governments are now turning a blind eye to the dangers of gold mining while cash-strapped and resource-poor Aboriginal people, grassroots conservationists and environmentalists have been left to take on the world’s third-largest gold mining company.   

· 1981

North (WA) Limited commences exploration for gold and other minerals on the western side of Lake Cowal, located 47 kilometres north-east of West Wyalong, New South Wales (NSW), Australia. (In what appears to be an attempt to cover up that the mine will be on the edge of a lake, the company refers to the location of the mine only as “Cowal”.)

· 1992 
A train, carrying a shipment of cyanide pellets and beer, derails near Condobolin airport, 80 kilometres north of Lake Cowal. The town is put on red alert and ready to evacuate had the exposed cyanide pellets, strewn across the ground, become wet releasing cyanide gas. Despite this cyanide scare, some townspeople from Condobolin have found work at the Cowal Gold Mine. 
(For a list of some of the major cyanide spills and leaks around the world see the Rainforest Information Centre’s website at http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/gold/lakep.html This is also a great source of other information on the Lake Cowal campaign.)
When fully operational, the Cowal Gold Project will use up to 6000 tonnes of cyanide per year to process gold from ore. According to the second Environmental Impact Statement for the project, cyanide will be transported to Lake Cowal from Gladstone, Queensland. This will be either by rail and/or road. As yet (at July 2005) no cyanide management plan for the project has been approved, however, approval has been given by the New South Wales Environmental Protection Authority for mining at Lake Cowal to begin. Barrick’s website says that mining at Lake Cowal will commence early in 2006. 

· 1995

In July/August 1995 at Northparkes gold mine, New South Wales, cyanide used to dissolve gold, is believed to be responsible for the death of several hundred birds.

August 1995: North undertakes an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on a proposed gold mine at Lake Cowal. A Commission of Inquiry is held into the proposed Cowal Gold Project. A number of submissions from conservationists, environmentalists and farmers object to the proposed mine on environmental grounds. A submission from an Aboriginal representative is not in favour of the mine.
· 1996

In April 1996 the New South Wales Government refuses consent for the North Limited goldmine at Lake Cowal on environmental grounds. Around 4000 people rally in West Wyalong to protest Premier Carr’s decision to ban the mine.

Proponents of the Lake Cowal mine claim that the bird deaths at Northparkes are partly behind the decision.  Among the reasons for refusal provided to people who made submissions about the Development Application for the Cowal Gold Project are:

· the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning was not satisfied that the environmental risks arising from the gold mine proposal could be adequately addressed without serious impacts on Lake Cowal and its surroundings;

· there was an unacceptable degree of uncertainty about these risks both during mining and in the long term, which made the development proposal an incompatible development in this major wetland area;

· there were a number of unknown factors relating to the extent that the development would disturb and modify the wetland environment of the lake. These included:

1. the impact of cyanide residue in the tailings dams on birdlife, including protected and threatened species and breeding birds and young;

2. the rehabilitation and continuous monitoring required over many years to protect the lake environment during the post mining operations;

3. the overall long term impact on the ecosystem of Lake Cowal.

The Minister notes in his determination that Lake Cowal is a wetland of national and international significance. Premier Carr makes a commitment to his dying friend, conservationist, Milo Dunphy, that the mine will not be approved (Sydney Morning Herald 26 April 1996).

In May 1996 the Total Environment Centre, National Parks Association of NSW, Safe Australia and North Limited begin discussions on conservation issues related to North Limited’s proposed Development Application for a gold mine on the western side of Lake Cowal. (Thousands of trees planted as part of the Foundation’s “conservation efforts” have since died because of lack of water).

· 1998

13 March 1998: North lodges a revised development application for the Cowal Gold Project with the Department of Urban Affairs and Planning.

June 1998: Lake Cowal Foundation is set up to “protect Lake Cowal”. (Members in 2003 included Total Environment Centre, Nature Conservation Council of NSW, the National Parks Association of NSW and current mining lease owners, Barrick Gold of Canada). Opponents of the mine see this action as a sell-out by certain members of peak environmental groups which had vigorously opposed the Cowal Gold Mine until then.
· 1999

January 1999: A second Commission of Inquiry is held into the Cowal Gold Project. Objectors express many concerns about (for example) the effect of the mine on Aboriginal and European cultural heritage, conservation of fauna and flora, hazards and risks of the proposed mine – e.g. cyanide leaking and seepage into groundwater, acid mine drainage, dust, Greenhouse gas emissions, noise, and the rising salinity of groundwater in the area as a result of land-clearing and irrigation. Objections, which remain today, from a wide range of people such as farmers, Aborigines, conservation groups and some government agencies, fall on deaf ears.
NSW State Elections: During the NSW state elections in 1999, the Government overturns the decision to stop the Cowal Gold Project and the mine becomes a plank in the ALP election campaign on the premise that it will create jobs. The reversal comes after pressure in the NSW Parliament, from the National Party, and mining unions and pro-mine residents of the West Wyalong area.
A small group of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people see the need to protest against the mine which would destroy Aboriginal and European cultural heritage and threaten the Lake Cowal/Wilbertroy Wetlands. These wetlands are listed on the Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia, the Register of the National Estate and on the New South Wales’ National Trust list of important landscapes. Lake Cowal has also been described as worthy of listing under the International Convention on Wetlands, the Ramsar Convention. It is New South Wales’ largest inland lake and when full, is used as a commercial fishery.
· 2000

Trans-national mining giant Rio Tinto takes over North Limited. In her book, Running Down: Water in a Changing Land, published that year, Dr Mary E. White warns that scientists see the Cowal project as “an environmental disaster just waiting to happen.”

September 2000: Aboriginal activist, Ron Gardiner, sends a letter to Rio Tinto warning them not to ignore Lake Cowal traditional owners. This letter signals the beginning of a concerted effort by traditional Wirajduri to protect their sacred lake from the damage and destruction of a gold mine. Lake Cowal, located in the heartland of Wiradjuri country, is sacred to traditional Wiradjuri people.

· 2001

Ellie Gilbert, widow of the late Wiradjuri activist, playwright and poet, Kevin Gilbert, conducts a workshop on Lake Cowal at the Global Greens Forum in Canberra.

Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal is set up. informally at first. This is now a coalition of Australian and international conservation and environmental groups supporting Wiradjuri Aboriginal rights activists. 

May 2001: At the end of May, Rio Tinto sells North Limited’s Lake Cowal gold project to US miner, Homestake Mining, as part of its divestment of various Australian companies. Homestake Mining puts a $375 000 deposit on the Lake Cowal gold project around 31 May 2001 and is to pay an additional $9.625 million at the completion of an agreement period, which is subject to the parties receiving certain government approvals.

26 June 2001: Barrick Gold (Canadian company and then the world’s second largest gold producer) agrees to a US$2.4 billion merger with Homestake Mining. This deal is expected to boost the Canadian company’s gold output by more than 2 million ounces a year to 6Moz pa, placing it second in production behind South Africa’s AngloGold. Currently (July 2005) Barrick is rated as the world’s third largest gold mining company.
28 June 2001: The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) News reports that “Homestake says merger won’t affect Lake Cowal gold project”.
25 July 2001: Greg Lang, managing director of Homestake’s Australian operations, tells journalists at the Diggers and Dealers forum in Kalgoorlie that Homestake plans to begin a drilling program at Lake Cowal “either in late August or early September (2002)”. Lang also tells journalists that he does not see a problem with the gold deposit being located on the edge of sensitive wetlands and the environmental issues “would not be a hurdle.”

21 August 2001: The West Wyalong Advocate reports that the West Wyalong’s population is set to jump by 20 percent and demands for housing to rise, partly because of the need for Homestake workers to have housing. Homestake is reported to have indicated it would need up to 65 dwellings. 

25 August 2001: Ellie Gilbert and the late Noongar activist, Clarrie Isaacs, raise environmental justice issues for Australia’s Indigenous peoples, including the threats to Lake Cowal, at the International Environmental Justice Forum, Durbin, South Africa.

13 September 2001: At the 10th Annual Golden Geckos​--Western Australia’s most prestigious environmental accolade for miners––Homestake Gold of Australia is awarded for its innovative systematic approach to the simultaneous closure of five mine sites. Homestake’s Plutonic Gold is cited for its comprehensive whole-of-site approach to achieve a dramatic improvement in environmental performance at the mine site.

December 2001: Homestake Mining merges with Barrick Gold of Canada.

Gold is one of Australia’s largest single export earners, worth around $A5 billion annually. Australian gold production was down in 2000–01. The largest producer was Normandy–Homestake’s Super Pit in Kalgoorlie WA. A number of large, long-standing gold mines have closed over recent years. Barrick has inherited Homestake’s half-share in the Superpit.

Before the Homestake-Barrick merger, Homestake began a review of the North data for Lake Cowal. The review shows a recoverable reserve of 66.4 million tonnes of ore grading 1.18gpt containing about 2.5 moz of gold. Homestake indicated this amount could be expanded.
Homestake is also on record as exploring for copper. If copper ore is found at Lake Cowal this would have a profound effect on the type of mine and its potential effects on the environment in addition to the massive effects of gold mining.

11 December 2001: Spurred on by a series of environmental accidents at the Timbarra gold mine in northern New South Wales, the Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal announces the start of a campaign to halt the Cowal Gold Project. 

· 2002

Australia’s gold industry continues to fall into foreign hands as Newmont Mining takes over Normandy. By early 2002 overseas control of the Australian gold industry has risen to 60%, from 20% in 1997.

In addition to inheriting Homestake’s Western Australian gold mines, Barrick joins Oroya Mining in a joint exploration project at Mt Gibson, north-east of Perth. Barrick is also in a joint gold exploration venture with Newcrest at Cadia, near Orange NSW. This venture could potentially increase the area to be mined at Cadia. (By 2005 Barrick has expanded across the globe. It now has mining operations in Africa, Australia, North and South America. Barrick also has considerable exploration activities in Russia and Central Asia.)
7 February 2002: The price of gold surges past US$308.70 per ounce.
8 February 2002: a toxic cyanide solution is released in the Tanami Desert. On 9 February 2002 Aboriginal traditional owners find 768 dead birds and a dead dingo in a pool of toxic water. Tests of the water in the pool subsequently reveal it contained toxic levels of cyanide and that this was the reason for the deaths. The cyanide-laden water is believed to have been dumped by a truck driver who had delivered cyanide to the Normandy-Newmont owned Granites Gold mine.
22 March 2002: Following an application by Wiradjuri Traditional Owner, Neville “Chappy” Williams, an injunction is granted by the NSW Land and Environment Court halting exploration for 70 days on Lot 23 and the Game Reserve at Lake Cowal.

16 April 2002: MiningWatch Canada raises burning questions about Barrick’s gold mine at Bulyanhulu, Tanzania and alleged evictions and burials of miners there in 1996 before Barrick took over operations. The issues about how the Tanzanian miners were evicted and died at Bulyanhulu are so far unresolved.
May 2002 – The Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal airs a television advertisement, raising the potential dangers of the Cowal Gold Mine and featuring Australian actor Jack Thompson, in Canada ahead of Barrick’s Annual General Meeting (AGM). The Coalition’s spokesperson, Ruth Rosenhek, attends the meeting and addresses shareholders.
8 May 2002: About 40 activists protest against the proposed Lake Cowal development outside Barrick’s Perth, Western Australia office.
28 May 2002: The injunction is lifted because a s.87 permit allowing collection of Aboriginal artefacts has been issued by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
A raft of legal challenges to the activities of Country Energy (constructing the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line), the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (now part of the Department of Environment and Conservation) and to the Native Title process relating to Lake Cowal continues into 2005. (See the Save Lake Cowal website at www.savelakecowal.org for an account of the legal proceedings relating to the Cowal Gold Project).
29 May 2002: Eight New South Wales Upper House MPs write to Barrick’s chairman, Peter Munk, saying the project is ill-conceived, that the use of cyanide in the gold mining process puts threatens the environments and that there could be potential for a significant amount of destruction to it as well as putting Aboriginal heritage at risk.
4 June 2002: The New South Wales Land and Environment Court discharges the permanent injunction over gold exploration at Lake Cowal.

6 June 2002: A hearing for an urgent appeal against the lifting of the injunction is heard in the Land and Environment Court.

7 June 2002: The Court issues an interim order halting the collection of Aboriginal artefacts from the site of the Cowal Gold Mine.

17 June 2002: An application seeking leave to appeal the lifting of the injunction is dismissed. These and subsequent court actions slow the progress of the mine development. Barrick announces that it will recommence exploratory drilling at Lake Cowal shortly.
24 June 2002: About 30 Wiradjuri people gather at West Wyalong for a meeting over the proposed mine. They appoint negotiators to deal with native title issues associated with the mine.

27 June 2002: Neville Williams challenges the validity of a New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service permit in the Land and Environment Court.

15 July 2002: Barrick spokesman, David Tucker, tells the Australian Broadcasting Commission that ongoing court action brought by Neville Williams has delayed the progress of the Cowal Gold Project.

30 August 2002: Barrick announces that it has bought land at Lake Cowal covering about 8 000 hectares of farmland.
17 October 2002: Two members of a rescue team, Dale Spring 49, and Theodore Milligan 38, die in Barrick’s underground Storm exploration project north of Carlin, Nevada USA. The US Mine Safety and Health Administration cite Barrick Goldstrike Mines Inc for failing to accurately assess the dangers. 
16 November 2002: Neville Williams brings ashes from the Sacred Fire for Peace and Justice from the Aboriginal Tent Embassy, in the national capital, Canberra to Lake Cowal and lights a sacred fire at the campsite there.

2 December 2002: police and fire service officers attempt to extinguish the sacred fire at the protest camp.

19 December 2002: The world price of gold surges on the back of war fears (AAP in the Financial Review). At 30 June 2002, the spot price of gold was US$346.80 per ounce. While the gold price has had ups and downs since exploration began at Lake Cowal, it is on an upward trend from the 2001 low of US$270, the lowest price since 1978. On 16 June 2005 the price of gold is US$435.90 per ounce.

· 2003
January 2003: Ellie Gilbert’s short documentaries about Lake Cowal, Stand Your Ground and No Consent to Destroy entered in the Canberra Tropfest film festival.
12 February 2003: Barrick sacks chief executive Randall Oliphant as stock price and profits fall on the back of the company’s gold hedging policy.
14 February 2003 (Valentine’s Day): Protesters converge on the offices of the National Parks and Wildlife Service, The Rocks, Sydney, calling on the Director-General to “Have a Heart” and not issue consents to destroy Aboriginal cultural heritage material at Lake Cowal.
1 April 2003: US District Court (Texas) Judge, David Folsom, quashes investor motions seeking to certify a class action against Barrick Gold Corp and other defendants over their alleged involvement in the Bre-X minerals scandal. 

In 1996 Barrick considered a joint venture with Bre-X, a Calgary-based company which had claimed to have found a massive gold deposit at Busang on the Indonesian island of Borneo. Investors pushed the company stock market value up to $6 billion before it collapsed in 1997 following the revelation that gold had been added to core samples. Negotiations ended after the Indonesian Government brokered a deal between Bre-X and Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Inc. which subsequently uncovered the fraud. (Toronto Star).

May 2003: A representative of the Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal attends the Barrick Annual General Meeting in Toronto, Canada. 
22 May 2003: A small group of five Wiradjuri people, calling themselves “the Wiradjuri Condobolin Native Title Claim Group” announce that they had signed an agreement with Barrick Gold, paving the way for a mining lease to be granted for the Cowal Gold Project. The group claims to represent many Wiradjuri families in the Condobolin area. The Mooka/Kalara united families continue to battle in court against this small group who signed away thousands of years of Wiradjuri heritage without consulting the wider Wiradjuri nation that numbers around 
30 000 people. 
A number of court cases related to Lake Cowal Native Title and Aboriginal heritage issues are still current as at July 2005.

22 May 2003: A protest, arranged by the Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal, calling for Lake Cowal to be saved and for Barrick to “go home”, is held outside the Four Seasons Hotel in George Street, Sydney during the 2003 NSW Mineral Investment Conference.

13 June 2003: the New South Wales Government announces that a mining lease has been granted to Barrick Gold of Canada for the Cowal Gold Project. 
14 June 2003: In the Federal Court, Sydney, Australia Justice Wilcox finds the decision of the Federal Minister for Environment, not to grant an emergency declaration to stop the damage and destruction of Aboriginal artefacts at Lake Cowal, to be flawed. The judge makes an order restraining Barrick from carrying out any work in the Lake Cowal mining lease. However, after a submission from Barrick’s lawyers, Justice Wilcox finds that he does not have the power to make the decision. Despite desperate attempts by Neville Williams’ legal team to get appeals heard within the time specified by the Court, they are dismissed because time had elapsed.
18 June 2003: The New South Wales Government gives the go-ahead for the Cowal Gold Project to proceed following a native title agreement between only five (out of approximately 30 000) Wiradjuri people and Barrick Gold.

24 July 2003: MiningNews.net reports that a Barrick geologist, later named as Jorge Luis Injoque, has been killed during an attack on a Peruvian exploration camp. A second geologist is injured in the attack. 
30 July 2003: Forty-eight miners have been rescued without injury after a fire breaks out in Barrick’s Rodeo mine in Nevada, USA.
Ty 2003: Mining News.net o him for further consideration and 
August 2003:  The site of the proposed Lake Cowal gold mine is flooded when a foot of water flows through the area. Company staff on duty become frightened by the strength and rush of the water.
4 August 2003: A busload of Australian activists leave from Lismore to join the protest camp at Lake Cowal.

6 August 2003: Spokesperson for the Lake Cowal Campaign, Ruth Rosenhek, issues a warning about the dangers of cyanide and arsenic released in the gold mining process and how they threaten the Murray-Darling Basin.
10 September 2003: Barrick appoints Venezuelan billionaire Gustavo Cisneros to its board. 
12 September 2003: Barrick announces in Canada that it has delayed starting construction work at Lake Cowal until the first quarter in 2004 because of a downturn in the previous quarter and because of the ‘concerns of environmentalists and aborigines [sic].’

October 2003: 
Ruth Rosenhek’s video Water is More Precious than Gold wins an award from the Czech Union for Nature Conservation.

The New South Wales Greens set up a co-ordinating committee to focus on Lake Cowal as an issue for the Australian Federal Election due before the end of 2004.

The New South Wales Government introduces proposed amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act aimed at allowing proponents for some State significant developments to apply for extensions of time beyond five years for projects to begin and to allow project proponents to withdraw proposals. Opponents to the Cowal Gold Project see these proposed changes as a way to allow Barrick to avoid having to resubmit a development application for the Cowal Gold Project should they not commence construction work before the Development Consent runs out in early 2004.

16 October 2003: Senator Kerry Nettle of the Australian Greens introduces a motion seeking co-operation between the Commonwealth and New South Wales Governments in a proposal to nominate Lake Cowal for inclusion in the list of significant wetlands under the International Convention on Wetlands (the Ramsar Convention). The motion is defeated. 

27 October 2003: Neville Williams defends the eternal flame of the sacred Wiradjuri fire burning at the Lake Cowal camp. He vows not to give up the fight to protect and save his Wiradjuri homeland of which Lake Cowal is the sacred heartland.
29 October 2003: Demonstration is held outside the New South Wales Parliament in Sydney against the proposed amendments to the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act which the NSW Greens dub ‘the Lake Cowal Bill’. 
The Bill, which was passed, allows Barrick (and other developers) additional time for project Environmental Impact Statements (EIS). Normally these have a five-year life. The Cowal Gold Project was approved in February 1999 and should have been commenced by February 2004 before a new EIS was required. The project as it proceeds is based on technology, techniques and ecological surveys more than 10 years old. 
3 November 2003: Police extinguish the sacred fire at Lake Cowal protest camp. A total fire ban was declared from 1 November 2003 for at least three months.  ‘Fire and the land go hand in hand. It is part of our Native Title rights’, according to Neville Williams who has a fire management plan in place.

4 November 2003: Fourteen days’ notice is given to camp residents to apply for a camping permit or to vacate. Neville Williams seeks legal advice on whether Aboriginal people need permits to camp on their own land.

4 November 2003: US company Blanchard and Co. learns that its case against Barrick and Morgan Chase for violating US Anti-Trust laws, manipulating the price of gold and monopolizing the gold market, has moved into the discovery phase.

19 November 2003: A Barrick Goldstrike, Nevada USA worker, Ernie Spalding 38, dies when he falls 30 feet onto a concrete floor after he is hit and burnt by hot calcine dust released from an open pipeline.
Gold pushes through the US$400 an ounce mark.
25 November 2003: Senator Nettle asks a question in Federal Parliament of the Minister representing the Minister for Environment and Heritage about the timetable for listing Lake Cowal under the International Convention on Wetlands. 

26 November 2003: Senator Ian Macdonald, representing the Minister for Environment and Heritage, responds that Lake Cowal does not meet the criteria for listing under the Ramsar Convention. His response contains a number of factual errors and, according to environmental activists, should be refuted. 
27 November 2003: Senator Nettle accuses the Federal Government of hypocrisy on Lake Cowal and Ramsar listing and vows to ensure that Lake Cowal is conserved. 
The issue of a Ramsar listing for Lake Cowal continues to be unresolved at July 2005.
6 December 2003: Archaeologist, David Johnston, gives a paper at the Australian Archaeological Association’s annual conference in which he points out that too many Aboriginal sites and places are being destroyed, with the concurrence of heritage departments and agencies, to make way for development projects. He points out that the Lake Cowal Gold Mine is one of the development projects that has gone ahead without a fully independent study of the area’s Aboriginal cultural heritage and social significance. 
Subsequently it is confirmed, largely through the work of Wiradjuri Elder, Neville Williams and his colleagues, that the archaeological study undertaken for Barrick of the Lake Cowal area and of the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line is woefully inadequate. The inadequacy of the study and possible breaches of New South Wales law continue to be subject to court challenges in June 2005.

24 December 2003: Around 3.00 am on Christmas morning 2003, gunshots are fired at the Lake Cowal protest camp. More gunshots are fired at the camp later in the week. The local police are called and claim it was probably shooters after feral animals. Neville Williams takes the matter up with police higher up the chain of command. They say they will send a patrol car at regular intervals. They send patrol cars, but it is 47 kms from West Wyalong to the camp, so this is of little comfort. The perpetrators have never been found.

· 2004
January 2004: Ellie Gilbert’s short documentary on events at the Lake Cowal protest camp, Unarmed Truth, is entered in the Canberra Tropfest film festival.

Neville Williams addresses a number of Greens meetings during the year, e.g. at Wollongong, Parramatta, Goulburn and Canberra.

11 January 2004: The Toronto Star, Canada reports that construction at the Cowal gold project will begin in 2004 with production planned for the second half of 2005.
14 January 2004: The Australian Indigenous newspaper, the Koori Mail, publishes an article quoting archaeologist David Johnston who has urged heritage departments and agencies across Australia to “lift their game” on the assessment and management of Indigenous heritage. Johnston and colleagues are concerned that Ministers and the bureaucracy too often make the ultimate decisions about whether Indigenous cultural heritage is conserved or destroyed, rather than traditional Aboriginal owners. This has been the case at Lake Cowal.
10 February 2004: The Australian Broadcasting Corporation reports that Barrick Gold’s Australian public affairs manager, David Tucker, says that protesters at the Lake Cowal Wiradjuri camp will be asked to move soon. The company is attempting to relocate the Game Reserve and part of the Travelling Stock Route at Lake Cowal to make way for construction to begin. Later in 2004 police arrest protesters camped on the Game Reserve under an obscure piece of legislation called the Inclosures Act of 1901. Charges against the majority of protesters are dropped when they get to court: they were not on enclosed land.

12 February 2004: The Indigenous Justice Advocacy Network calls for an urgent overhaul of Aboriginal heritage legislation in New South Wales. The call comes after years of frustration by Traditional Owners who have taken legal steps in attempts to stop the destruction of their significant heritage such as at Sandon Point and Lake Cowal.
12 February 2004: A non-Aboriginal protester at the Lake Cowal camp, Adrian Trivett, receives scalding to his bare chest when he tries to protect the sacred fire. A fireman attempts to douse the smouldering fire with water. The resulting steam rises up, scalding Trivett’s chest. He is taken to West Wyalong hospital by ambulance for burns treatment.

13 February 2004: Neville Williams issues a media release stating that the campers will not move from the Lake Cowal site because Aboriginal people have never ceded sovereignty over Australia.
24 February 2004: Barrick announces that it has commenced construction of the Cowal Gold Project.

26 February 2004: The Full Bench of the Federal Court reserves its decision in an appeal against the Native Title Agreement between the Wiradjuri Condobolin Corporation and Barrick Gold of Australia. 
Native Title issues concerning Lake Cowal continue in July 2005.

26 February 2004: NSW Greens MP, Lee Rhiannon issues a media release accusing Premier Carr of misleading people about the number of local jobs the Cowal Gold Project will produce. Locals from the Central West opposed to the mine say much of the “work” is going to big firms with headquarters in large cities. They say most of the Barrick personnel shop at towns like Forbes and Parkes, rather than at West Wyalong.

16 March 2004: A story about leaking tailings dams next to Kalgoorlie’s Superpit hits the news in The Australian newspaper. Barrick has a half-share with Newmont Mining in Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines (KCGM). The issue of the leaking tailings dams unfolds in the Western Australian parliament and is continuing. The Adelaide to Perth railway runs through the area.

Curtin University of Technology academic, Tony Cooke. who wrote a report on the leaks warned that “the situation is of adverse consequence to the environment in general and potentially to public health and safety.” 
26 March 2004: The Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal warns against the possibility of a toxic time bomb at Lake Cowal in the wake of the findings of the Cooke report on leaking tailings dams in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia where Barrick has a half share in the Kalgoorlie Superpit with Newmont Mining.
April 2004: Opponents to the Cowal Gold Project attend the Barrick Annual General Meeting in Toronto, Canada. A spokesperson addresses shareholders about the dangers of the mine.

9–11 April (Easter) 2004: A protest corroboree and gathering at Lake Cowal is attended by more than 150. Protestors include Wiradjuri people and local farmers as well as people from other parts of Australia. Many protesters drive long distances from all the eastern states to join the event. 
The protesters march on the gates of the Barrick Gold compound on Easter Sunday to express their anger at the proposed gold mine. Some protesters breach a security fence at the compound during a Wiradjuri religious smoking ceremony at the compound gate. 
(Aboriginal people use smoking eucalyptus leaves to cleanse areas, for example, of evil, to bless a new building or place, or to symbolise renewal). To the Traditional Wiradjuri, Barrick’s presence at Lake Cowal is desecration.
While the protest is peaceful and there are no arrests, the presence of police in riot gear and dogs makes protesters feel very uneasy. Barrick security officers patrol the camp day and night, even shining lights on protesters at night. 
28 April 2004: Twenty Tactical Response Group (TRG) members of the New South Wales Police enter the Lake Cowal camp, arrest four residents, extinguish the sacred fire and demolish the camp located on the Travelling Stock Route near the entrance to the Lake Cowal Game Reserve. The act was accomplished after camp leader, Wiradjuri Elder, Neville Williams, had left for Canberra. He vows to re-establish the camp in protest at the mine being constructed in the Wiradjuri sacred heartland. The protesters vow to keep fighting to save the precious lake.

6 May 2004: Neville Williams issues a media release condemning Federal Environment and Heritage Minister, David Kemp, for again denying an emergency declaration to protect Aboriginal cultural heritage at Lake Cowal. 

(By this date Aboriginal people have sought four emergency declarations to protect Aboriginal cultural heritage at Lake Cowal. The Australian Minister for the Environment and Heritage has discretion to allow or reject such emergency declarations. Only one out of many sought is still in force).
7 May 2004: NSW Greens Senate Candidate, Jon Kaye, issues a media release accusing the Federal Government of gambling on river contamination by allowing the Cowal Gold Project to proceed.
12 May 2004: A public meeting is held in West Wyalong to publicise the dangers of the mine. About 20 people attend. The meeting is hosted by members of the Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal and attended by some opponents of the mine who made submissions to the first and second commissions of inquiry. Some locals also attend, but Bland Shire Mayor, David Bolte, only pokes his head around the door and disappears. 
The media and most locals give the meeting a miss, despite growing disquiet about the mine among some small business people in town. Their concerns about the mine are usually raised individually with protesters visiting town for supplies, but these individuals feel intimidated about speaking out publicly. 
20 May 2004: National Day of Action to Protect Lake Cowal. Protests against the Cowal Gold Mine are held in a number of cities around Australia.

21 May 2004: Resolution of the United Nations of the Murray-Darling Basin: “Lake Cowal is the sacred heartland of the Wiradjuri Nation” opposing the Cowal Gold Project passed unanimously at Old Parliament House, Canberra during a meeting of Aboriginal Nations of the Murray-Darling Basin.
24 May 2004: A group of eight led by Neville Williams breaches Barrick security to enter the mining lease at Lake Cowal (Traditional Wiradjuri land) to perform an ancient ceremony at a marked tree growing within the area of the proposed mine pit. Williams is devastated by the destruction of more than 50 old River Red Gums to make way for the mine pit. The fate of Aboriginal scarred trees previously at the site remains uncertain.
24 May 2004: Barrick announces that it has awarded Aker Kvaerner Australia with the contract for engineering, procurement and construction management for the Cowal Gold Project.

25 May 2004: A female worker at Barrick’s Lawlers mine in Western Australia is killed in a pit-wall collapse.

July 2004: Neville Williams and members of the Coalition to Protect Lake Cowal attend the Students of Sustainability Conference held at La Trobe University, Melbourne. Williams addresses packed auditoriums about Lake Cowal to thunderous applause from students who stamped their feet in approval.

18 July 2004: Neville Williams announces that he is going to appeal the rejection of his move to strike out the native title deal between a handful of Wiradjuri and Barrick Gold that allowed the proposed mine to proceed.

20 July 2004: NSW Greens MP, Lee Rhiannon, issues a media release about Barrick’s application to extract up to 10 megalitres of groundwater per day as part of the pit dewatering program for the Lake Cowal gold mine. 
The situation re water licences for the project is still up in the air at June 2005.

10 August 2004: Bland Shire Mayor, David Bolte, rejects activists’ concerns about the dangers of the Cowal Gold Mine.

13 August 2004: Neville Williams rebuts Bolte’s comments explaining what the dangers are such as groundwater polluted with toxic wastes and the effects of huge drawdowns of water from groundwater sources.

21 October 2004: Williams states he supports the NSW Greens call for a ban on the use of cyanide in the State’s gold and silver mines.

22-25 October 2004: Lake Cowal Convergence. Another protest is held at Lake Cowal over the October long weekend. Police arrest a number of protesters, using undue force. Charges against most of them are subsequently dropped or good behaviour bonds issued to those charged.

25 October 2004: Williams and national supporters serve a notice to quit on Barrick Gold’s Lake Cowal office. Similar notices to quit are faxed and presented in person to Barrick’s Canadian headquarters in Toronto.

27 October 2004: In response to the Greens call for a cyanide ban, Barrick retaliates by playing down pollution fears. 

5 November 2004: Justice Lloyd of the New South Wales Environment Court hands down a decision invalidating a permit and consent relating to the removal and destruction of Aboriginal cultural heritage objects along the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line. The Court ordered that the permit holders refrain from any activity which relies on the permit and consent or they would be in breach of the National Parks and Wildlife Act. 
As at July 2005, an appeal against this decision is still pending. In the meantime the Department of Environment and Conservation has issued a new permit and consent. Legal action against these is still in the court process.

9 November 2004: A NSW Greens bid to ban the use of cyanide in mining in New South Wales is stymied in the New South Wales Parliament.
29 November to 3 December 2004: Ellie Gilbert raises the issue of Lake Cowal at the Working Group on the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in Geneva, Switzerland.

10–12 December 2004: Another protest camp, this time attracting around 40 protesters, is set up outside the gates to the main Barrick compound. Barrick security officers continue to harass peaceful protesters. There are no arrests.
· 2005
2 February 2005: Greens MLC, Lee Rhiannon calls on the Premier of New South Wales to use World Wetlands Day to halt the gold mine at Lake Cowal. She highlights the lake as a wetland of international importance and habitat of hundreds of species of migratory birds and Australian threatened species of animals and plants.

12-13 February 2005: A group of about 40 protesters hold a peaceful protest about the continuing construction of a gold mine on the western side of Australia’s largest inland ephemeral lake. The protest is without incident. Later in 2005 Barrick’s activities draw other protests. 
1–2 March 2005: Aboriginal activist, Michael Anderson, raises broad issues about Native Title, including Lake Cowal, at a meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination held in Geneva, Switzerland.
7 March 2005: Thousands of protesters, angry at a court decision to waive a $141 million tax payment levied on Barrick, clash with riot police in Peru's central Andes. Police use tear gas to disperse the farmers, teachers and striking city hall workers from the mountain road leading to Barrick’s Pierina mine in the Ancash region. Several hundred vow to continue protesting outside the gate to Peru’s second-largest pit gold mine.
10 March 2005: The NSW Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) postpones an inspection of the route of the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line. DEC instigated the inspection itself after complaints from Wiradjuri Elder, Neville Williams, that he believed state-run electricity company, Country Energy had been operating without the required permits from mid-December 2004.
16 March 2005: The NSW Department of Environment and Conservation issue to Country Energy a new permit for collection, salvage and sub-surface investigation and a consent to destroy Aboriginal cultural heritage objects along the electricity transmission line being constructed from Temora to Lake Cowal Neville Williams is not advised of this until the next day.

17 March 2005: Williams takes part in an inspection of parts of the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line under construction. He is advised verbally by lawyers representing Country Energy that DEC has issued the permit and consent. The DEC archaeologist who has signed and issued them the previous day is present at the inspection.
25–28 March (Easter) 2005: A group of around 35 protesters stage a peaceful protest outside the main gate of the Barrick compound at the Cowal Gold Mine site. There are no arrests.
12-15 April 2005: Williams takes part in an inspection of archaeological works along part of the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line (ETL) under construction. He complains yet again to authorities that archaeologists have underestimated the extent of Aboriginal sites along the ETL.
15 April 2005: Chilean environmentalists lobby against Barrick’s plan to move three glaciers to gain access to a huge Chilean gold reserve.

19 April 2005: Williams and colleague, Jane Morrison, record Country Energy contractors delivering electricity poles for the Temora to Lake Cowal Electricity Transmission Line. Williams and Morrison observe the contractors driving right through the middle of an Aboriginal site recommended as an avoidance area. Williams complains again. 
As at July 2005, the matter is still part of legal proceedings.
28 April 2005: In a letter that echoes similar concerns to those of Australian anti-gold mine activists, at the time of Barrick’s Annual General Meeting in Toronto, Canada, South American activists take their own stand against Barrick.

Argentinian activist, Javier Rodriguez Pardo and Chilean activist, Cesar Padilla, deliver a letter to Barrick’s Latin American regional office in Santiago de Chile, protesting against Barrick’s Pascua-Lama and Veladero gold mines. 

The South American activists claim that: “The extractive mining method that will be applied over this fragile ecosystem (a perfect example of the watersheds with multiple glaciers that feed the communities and the crops of the towns below) is incompatible with the agricultural activity, the form of traditional life, the sustainable development and the future of the communities on both sides of the frontier. This proposed project will use dangerous chemicals, especially cyanide and sulphuric acid, that generate toxic waste matter––including acids and heavy metals, including arsenic, and will contaminate the land, the water, the air and rivers.” The “maintain that this mining does not contribute to local, regional and national development in a favourable way. It does not generate significant jobs and brings with it poverty, delinquency, diseases, drug addiction, alcoholism and prostitution.”
13 May 2005: The constitutional Court of Costa Rica rules partially in favour in a legal challenge against gold mining at the Bellavista mine, located in Miramar de Puntarenas. The legal order, filed by a group of regional residents, claims that the mining company, a subsidiary of Canadian Glencairn Gold, has been operating illegally in the face of possible environmental damage, under a questionable concessions process. They also questioned the permits issued by the Ministry of Environment and Energy, the Secretaria Tecnica Nacional Ambiental and the Costa Rica Institute of Aqueducts and Waterworks (AYA).

28-29 May 2005: In Argentina, the Regional Assembly of Province of Rio Negro sitting at Bariloche, makes a Declaration Against Gold Mining Utilizing Cyanide.
3 June 2005: In New South Wales, Australia the Condobolin paper, The Lachlander, reports that Australian state electricity company, Country Energy has completed a 16 km electricity line from bore fields above Lake Cowal to the mine site. The Cowal Gold Mine will use up to 17 megalitres per day of water from the bore field during the 13-year life of the mine. 
Australian environmentalists opposed to the mine continue to believe this amount of water use is shocking in the face of the worst Australian drought for 100 years. The town New South Wales town of Goulburn cannot use its swimming pool because it is on Level 5 water restrictions and could run out of water completely very soon, yet a company mining gold, most of which is used only for personal adornment, is allowed to take precious groundwater from an embargoed water area that should be reserved agricultural and domestic use. Environmentalists believe this situation is even more shocking because of the negative environmental effects of gold mines and the lack of long-term jobs that gold mines produce. 
4 June 2005: Around 2000 protesters gather in Santiago, Chile and Vallenar near the site of Barrick’s proposed Pascua Lama mine on the border of Chile and Argentina. Totalling US$1.5 billion, the Pascua Lama venture is one of the largest foreign investments in Chile in recent years. Barrick plans to extract 500 000 kilograms of gold (as well as silver, copper and mercury) from the mine site over a 20-year period. To operate the mine, however, Barrick will relocate large parts of three huge Andean glaciers to the Guanaco glacier. As with Lake Cowal, Pascua Lama would use cyanide leaching for on-site ore processing. The people of the Huasco Valley are extremely concerned about the mine polluting their water source. They have pleaded with the president of Chile to halt the project and view the proposed removal of the glaciers as symbolic of Barrick’s gross insensitivity to people and the environment. Australian activists, campaigning to save Lake Cowal from a goldmine on its western side, see this latest gold mine proposal as reinforcing their position that Barrick is only in goldmining for profit at the expense of fragile ecosystems and local people.
9 June 2005: The Supreme Court of Montana in the US upholds a ban on the use of cyanide in mining.
15 June 2005: Barrick announces that its Lagunas Norte mine in north-central Peru is about to begin producing gold.
Neville Williams addresses the Wagga Wagga Greens about the Lake Cowal issue. This is one of many public appearances, radio and TV interviews he has given about Lake Cowal as the campaign expands. 

17 June 2005: The High Court hears Neville Williams’ application for leave to appeal the decision in Williams v Grant, dismissed by the Full Bench of the Federal Court on 7 July 2004. The High Court dismisses Williams’ appeal, but notes that he has presented arguments with some merit.

Williams maintains that the five Wiradjuri who signed a native agreement with Barrick over the Cowal Gold Mine did not have authority from the wider Wiradjuri community to do so. Two of the five claim they were coerced into signing the agreement.
21 June 2005: 
The NSW Minister for Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources responds to questions in the NSW Parliament from NSW Greens MLC, Lee Rhiannon, about some of Barrick’s water allocations for the Cowal Gold Project. Part of the response from the Legislative Council Hansard, page 3035, reads: “There is no specific study into the area in the immediate vicinity of the Barrick Australia Limited borefield. Work has commenced into sustainable yield assessment of the Upper Lachlan Groundwater Management Area and this is expected to be completed later this year. If the assessment of the groundwater resource in the Upper Lachlan reveals that the sustainability is threatened, management options will need to be taken to reduce extractions of all high yield bore users. Any impact this may have on the mine operation and the decision of whether or not to proceed with the development will need to be considered by Barrick Australia Limited. The company may wish to explore other options to maintain an adequate water supply. Barrick Australia Limited is no different to any other high yield water user and if there are groundwater allocation restrictions in the future it will be treated accordingly. There will be no obligation for the Government to specifically pay compensation to Barrick Australia Limited.”
Allocation of large amounts of water to mining companies, particularly in a dry country like Australia, is of deep concern to environmentalists. In the state of New South Wales, water has been over-allocated, threatening surface and groundwater supplies. While winter rains in the month of July 2005 have eased the water situation, much of New South Wales is still drought-stricken or vulnerable to drought. Once the fierce Australian summer returns in a few months’ time, areas like the state’s Central West, where Lake Cowal is situated, could face further drought.

23 June 2005: The legislature of Rio Negro Province in southern Argentina votes unanimously to ban mining developments that use cyanide and mercury.
30 June 2005: Neville Williams receives a letter from the National Native Title Tribunal stating that the five “sell-out” Wiradjuri had withdrawn their native title claim over Lake Cowal on 26 May 2005 before his leave to appeal was heard. Williams has since raised, with the Australian Attorney-General and other authorities, the issue of wasting the High Court’s, his barrister’s and his own time.
July 2005: This month is the preliminary date for the Australian Government to report on Sodium Cyanide as a Priority Existing Chemical. Australian environmental organisations, Rainforest Information Centre and the Mineral Policy Institute have both made submissions to the government on the dangers of the use of cyanide in mining.
2 July 2005: Debbie Gilbert’s documentary Wiradjuri Fight to the Bitter End is shown at two venues in Sydney.
4 July 2005: The trial of Blanchard v Barrick is postponed amid settlement talks. According to American news reports from Bloomberg and Mineweb, Blanchard contends that Barrick made $US2.2 billion on its hedging contracts and claims that Barrick used the money to acquire Homestake Mining, build four new mines, pay almost $500 million in dividends, and construct a state-of-the-art refinery.
9 July 2005: American news sources report that Nevada’s gold mines are the sources of increasing mercury emissions that are affecting Idaho and Utah.
11 July 2005: Thousands of South American environmentalists march in 14 Chilean cities celebrating the growing strength of their movement. This includes their opposition to Barrick which has forced the Chilean government to ask the company to redesign its proposed gold mine at Pascua Lama.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

This chronology was compiled from internet, radio and newspaper news sources, New South Wales and Australian Parliamentary Hansard, court records, correspondence, books, media releases, videos and other publicly available material. 

The Lake Cowal story is one of an ongoing struggle to protect Aboriginal cultural heritage and a very sensitive environment that has parallels in other countries as indicated above. The Coalition has issued many media releases and published articles about Lake Cowal since 2001. Hansards of the New South Wales and Australian Parliaments are also excellent sources of the political history of the Lake Cowal saga. A forthcoming book by Jane Morrison will draw much of this material together. Watch this space!
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